A scanning electron microscopic investigation of accessory foramina in the furcation and pulp chamber floor of molar teeth.
Observations of the pulp chamber floor and furcation surface of human maxillary and mandibular first and second molars were made with the scanning electron microscopic to determine the incidence, size, and location of patent accessory foramina. Accessory foramina on both the pulp chamber floor and the furcation surface were found in 36% of maxillary first molars, 12% of maxillary second molars, 32% of mandibular first molars, and 24% of mandibular second molars. Mandibular teeth had a higher incidence (56%) of foramina involving both the pulp chamber floor and furcation surface than did the maxillary teeth (48%).